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Corwen a�r ardal o gwmpas oedd cartref hynafiaid
Owain Glynd �wr ac mae cof da amdano yma, yn fwyaf
diweddar drwy gerflun ar sgwâr y farchnad.

Cymer Owain Glynd �wr, un o arwyr enwocaf Cymru, 
ei enw o�i stadau ger Glyndyfrdwy.  Roedd Owain yn
arweinydd gwrthryfel annhebygol, ac yntau�n Arglwydd
Dyffryn Dyfrdwy, yn ei ganol oed ac yn dda ei fyd, wedi�i
addysgu yn Llundain ac â gyrfa nodedig yn gwasanaethu
ym myddinoedd a llyngesau Lloegr. Ond roedd yn
ddisgynnydd i dair llinach dywysogaidd Gymreig ac fe
arweiniodd y gwrthryfel Cymreig mawr olaf yn erbyn
gormes awdurdod Lloegr, gan ddod yn agos iawn at
wneud Cymru�n genedl annibynnol.

Pan gipiodd ei gymydog yr Arglwydd Grey o Ruthun ran
o�i stad, apeliodd Owain am iawn at y Brenin, Harri IV a�i
gysylltiadau ef ei hun yn y sefydliad yn y senedd � dim
ond i�w wrthod yn sarhaus. Ymatebodd yn sydyn,
gan ddatgan ei hun yn Dywysog Cymru ar yr
16eg o Fedi 1400 � yn ôl y traddodiad ar safle
Twmpath Owain Glynd �wr yn Llidiart y Parc.
Yna cychwynnodd gyda byddin fechan ond
penderfynol i ymosod ar a llosgi Rhuthun -
gan symud ymlaen i anrheithio trefi Seisnig
Dinbych, Rhuddlan, Y Fflint, Penarlâg,
Holt, Croesoswallt a�r Trallwng, o fewn
wythnos.  Yna fe�i trechwyd yn llethol gan
filwyr cynnull Seisnig, a chiliodd i�r
mynyddoedd gyda dyrnaid o ddilynwyr yn
unig. Sut bynnag, ymledodd newyddion y
gwrthryfel hwn drwy Gymru a Lloegr, gan
dynnu myfyrwyr o Gymru yn Rhydychen
a llafurwyr Cymreig ymfudol adref i
ymuno â�i fyddin. Yn y cyfamser
cyhoeddodd Lloegr ddeddfau gwrth-
Gymreig llym a wnaeth ond dwysÆu�r gefnogaeth i
Owain. Yn ystod y ddwy flynedd nesaf ymosododd ar
lawer gwahanol ran o Gymru, gan ddiflannu o flaen y
Saeson dim ond i ailymddangos ar ochr arall y wlad. Yn
1402 cyflawnodd ddwy gamp drawiadol- a ragflaenwyd,
fe gredid, gan seren gynffon danbaid. Ym mis Ebrill, ger
Rhuthun, fe gudd-ymosododd ar a chipio ei arch-elyn yr
Arglwydd Grey, y talwyd pridwerth anferth amdano�n
ddiweddarach, ac ym mis Mehefin fe yrrodd byddin
Seisnig ar ffo ym Mhilleth yn Sir Faesyfed, gan gipio eu
harweinydd Edmund Mortimer. Yn ogystal, gyrrwyd tri
ymgyrch Seisnig dialgar a oedd yn symud ymlaen yn

Corwen and its surrounding area was Owain Glynd �wr�s
ancestral homeland and here he is well remembered, most
recently by a statue in the market square.

Owain Glynd �wr, one of Wales�s most
renowned heroes, takes his name from his
estates near Glyndyfrdwy.  Owain was
an unlikely rebel leader, being a
wealthy middle-aged Lord of the
Valley of the Dee, educated in London
and with a distinguished service record
in English armies and fleets. He was
however a descendant of three Welsh
princely dynasties. He led the last great
Welsh uprising of tyrannical English rule, and
very nearly made Wales an independent nation.

When his neighbour Lord Grey of Ruthin seized part of his
estate, Owain appealed for redress to King Henry IV and his
own establishment contacts in parliament, only to be
contemptuously rebuffed. He reacted suddenly, declaring
himself Prince of Wales on the 16th of September 1400 �
traditionally at the site of Owain Glynd �wr�s Mound in
Llidiart y Parc.  He then set out with a small but determined
force to raid and burn Ruthin, moving on to ravage the
English settlements of Denbigh, Rhuddlan, Flint, Hawarden,
Holt, Oswestry and Welshpool, within one week.  He was
then crushingly defeated by an English levy, retiring into the
hills with only a handful of followers. However, news of this
uprising spread through Wales and England, drawing Welsh
students at Oxford and Welsh emigrant labourers home to
join his army. Meanwhile England enacted some stern anti-
Welsh laws which only increased Owain�s support. During
the next two years he attacked many different parts of Wales,
melting away before the English only to reappear on the other
side of the country. In 1402 he achieved two spectacular
coups, heralded, it was believed, by a blazing comet. In April,
near Ruthin, he ambushed and took his arch-enemy Lord
Grey, later ransomed for a huge sum of money, and in June
he routed an English army in Pilleth in Radnorshire,
capturing their leader Edmund Mortimer.  Moreover, three
avenging English expeditions advancing against Owain,
were driven back by appalling weather.  The King�s own
pavilion was demolished by a sudden storm.  Such disaster,
it was thought, could only be explained by Owain�s skill in

Mae Dyffryn Edeyrnion, ble saif Corwen, yn cymryd ei enw yn ôl y
traddodiad oddi wrth Edeyrn - mab i Cunedda Wledig, tywysog Prydeinig
o�r hyn sy�n awr yn ardal Caeredin.  Gwahoddwyd Cunedda a�i fyddin i
Ogledd Cymru yn tua 430 OC, i helpu i drechu goresgynwyr o Iwerddon.  Ar
ôl gyrru�r goresgynwyr ymaith, ymgartrefodd meibion Cunedda, Edeyrn a
Meirion yn yr ardal, ble rhoddodd Meirion yn ei dro ei enw i Feirionydd.

Roedd John Cowper Powys, 1872-1963, yn awdur deg nofel yn cynnwys 
�A Glastonbury Romance�- yn ogystal â llawer o waith beirniadaeth ac
athroniaeth- Roedd yn byw yn America cyn ymddeol i Ogledd Cymru yn
1935, i 7 Cae Coed Corwen, ble ysgrifennodd y nofel hanesyddol �Owen
Glendower�.

Frank Serpico oedd ysbrydoliaeth ffilm Al Pacino o�r un enw yn 1973.
Roedd yn gyn-blisman yn Ninas Efrog Newydd a ddaeth yn enwog am
dystio�n erbyn y llygredd helaeth o fewn heddlu Dinas Efrog Newydd yng
Nghomisiwn Knapp 1971.  Yna daeth i fyw yn yr hen dloty yng Nghorwen
yn ystod y saithdegau pan oedd yn encilfan a adwaenid fel Coleg Orissor.

Darganfuwyd penddelw farmor o faint naturiol yn 1910 yn agos at yr
hyn sy�n awr yn fanc yr HSBC yn ystod gwaith adeiladu.  Adnabu�r
Amgueddfa Brydeinig y benddelw fel Offeiriad Isis, cyfrin-gwlt Eifftaidd a
ddilynwyd yn eang gan y Rhufeiniaid ac a oedd yn dyddio tua 100OC. Tybid
y gallai�r safle fod yn gysegrfan i�r dduwies.  Yn anffodus dinistriwyd y
benddelw tra oedd yn yr Amgueddfa yn Lerpwl yn ystod y blits.  Yn
ddiweddarach darganfuwyd teilsen Rufeinig yr 20fed leng yn uwch i fyny�r
allt o�r banc.

Lladdwyd offeiriad o�r enw Robert Hutton wrth iddo deithio ar hyd y
ffordd gefn o Gorwen i Garrog gyda merlen a thrap yn y 1910, gan goeden
yn disgyn yn ystod storm.  Mae carreg goffa wedi�i
gosod yn y wal ychydig islaw Plas Rhaggat ac mae
llawer o bobl leol wedi dweud eu bod wedi gweld ei
ysbryd ar nosweithiau niwlog yn marchogaeth tuag
atynt ac yna�n diflannu oddi ar wyneb daear.

Roedd Tudur ap Gruffydd Fychan yn frawd i
Owain Glynd�wr ac yn byw yn Rhagat.  Fe�i lladdwyd
yn 1405 tra�n ymladd dros achos ei frawd.

Mae Eisteddfod yn deillio�n wreiddiol o�r ystyr
llythrennol �eistedd�, - neu le eistedd neu fan cyfarfod,
sy�n cyfeirio�n awr at y gynulleidfa.

Mae David Lloyd George ac Aneurin Bevan wedi
annerch tyrfaoedd o dros 4000 yn y Pafiliwn.

Dyfeisiodd David Edward Hughes, a oedd yn byw
yng Nghorwen, y meicroffon yn 1878 a throsglwyddodd
donnau radio yn 1879, wyth mlynedd cyn Marconi.

Mae Twmpath Owain Glynd �wr, tua
chwarter milltir i�r dwyrain o Lidiart y Parc,
yn sefyll yn amlwg ar y chwith i�r A5 
wrth ichi deithio o Gorwen i Langollen, ar 
dir preifat.  Mae mynediad cyhoeddus yn 
bosibl drwy ganiatâd y perchennog (bwrdd
gwybodaeth CADW ar y safle).

Y twmpath coediog hwn oedd y �mwnt� yn
wreiddiol - man cadarnaf castell cloddwaith
Normanaidd ac yn ddiweddarach rhan o luest
hela Glynd �wr. Ysgrifennodd Iolo Goch, y
bardd enwog, amdano yn 1390.  Dinistriwyd
lluesty Owain Glynd �wr, a safai yn y cae
cyfagos, gan y Saeson yn 1403. Mae�r enw
Llidiart y Parc yn gyfeiriad yn ôl pob tebyg at
dir hela Owain Glynd �wr. Yn ôl y traddodiad
dechreuodd Owain Glynd �wr ei wrthryfel
enwog yn erbyn awdurdod Lloegr o�r fan hon
ar ôl ei gyhoeddi�n Dywysog Cymru yn
ffurfiol yma ar yr 16eg Medi 1400.

Ewch yn ôl ar hyd yr A5 tuag at Lidiart y 
Parc, yna trowch i�r dde i lawr allt serth 
ag arwyddbost am Garrog, i mewn i�r 
pentref tawel - a adwaenid yn ffurfiol fel
Llansantffraid Glyndyfrdwy cyn dyfodiad y
rheilffordd.  Gan fynd heibio�r �Great Western
Railway� adferedig (sy�n teithio i Langollen)
ewch i mewn i�r pentref dros bont a
adeiladwyd yn 1661.  Yma, i lawr lôn serth i�r
chwith - islaw�r capel - wrth lan yr afon mae
safle yr honnir ei fod yn garchardy Owain
Glynd �wr.  Mae�r goriad a llun o�r adeilad i�w
gweld yn y ganolfan gymunedol leol.

Owain Glynd �wr�s Mound, about a
quarter of a mile east of Llidiart y Parc
stands prominently on the left of the A5 as
you travel from Corwen to Llangollen, 
on private land.  Public access is possible 
by permission of the owner (CADW
information board at site).

This tree covered mound was originally the
�motte� - the strongpoint of a Norman
earthwork castle and later part of Owain
Glynd �wr�s hunting lodge. Iolo Goch the
famous Welsh poet wrote in 1390 about the
lodge, which stood in the adjacent field. It
was destroyed by the English in 1403.  The
name Llidiart y Parc means �gate of the park�
is probably a reference to Owain Glynd �wr�s
hunting ground. According to tradition,
Owain Glynd �wr started his famous uprising
against English rule from this point after
being formally proclaimed Prince of Wales
here on the 16th September 1400.

Return along the A5 towards Llidiart y Parc,
then turn right down a steep hill signposted
Carrog, into the quiet village, formerly
known as Llansantffraid Glyndyfrdwy
before the arrival of the railway.  Passing the
restored Great Western Railway (which
travels to Llangollen) enter the village over
a bridge built in 1661.  Here, left down a
steep lane, below the chapel, by the riverside
is a site  reputed to be Owain Glynd �wr�s
gaol.  A key and a photograph of the building
can be viewed at the local community centre.

Eglwys Llangar
Mae Eglwys Llangar tua milltir i�r gorllewin o Gorwen - ar y

ffordd i Gynwyd (B4401- arwyddbost i�r Bala). Ceir mynd i mewn
iddi o drefnu ymlaen llaw â�r ceidwad yng Nghapel y Rhug).

Eglwys ganoloesol fechan - a�i thu allan yn wyngalchog � yn sefyll
mewn man eidylig os iasol ble cwrdd Afon Dyfrdwy ac Afon
Alwen. Cysegrwyd yr eglwys i�r Holl Saint ac mae�r sôn
cofnodedig cyntaf am Langar yn 1291. Fe�i disodlwyd gan eglwys
newydd yng Nghynwyd yn y 1850au.

Yn ôl y chwedl, yr enw gwreiddiol oedd �Llan Garw Gwyn� - carw
gwyn lledrithiol yr ysgogodd ei ymddangosiad ym man cyfarfod yr
afonydd leoliad presennol yr eglwys, wedi i ymdrechion blaenorol
i adeiladu yn y cyffiniau gael eu dymchwel yn gyson bob nos gan
�ymyriad goruwchnaturiol�.  Ceidw Llangar lawer o nodweddion
hynafol, yn cynnwys murluniau o�r 15fed Ganrif a murlun o�r 18fed
ganrif o ysgerbwd- yn dal saeth, awrwydr a chelfi torrwr beddau.
Gelwir hwn yn �Ffurf Marwolaeth�, ac yn sicr roedd yn atgoff noeth
iawn o farwoldeb i�r gynulleidfa.

erbyn Owain yn eu hôl gan dywydd ofnadwy.
Dymchwelwyd pafiliwn y Brenin ei hun gan storm
ddisymwth.  Gellid ond egluro trychineb o�r fath, fe
dybid, gan fedr Owain mewn dewiniaeth- chwedl a alwyd
i gof gan Shakespeare yn ei ddrama �Henry IV Part 1�.

Ym mis Mai 1403, dechreuodd mab ifanc y Brenin, y
Tywysog Harri- Harri�r V yn ddiweddarach- ymddangos
fel gwrthwynebydd mwyaf dygn Owain, gan anrheithio
ei diroedd yn Sir Ddinbych mewn cyrch dinistriol chwim.
Ond unionwyd yr anffawd hwn gan lwyddiant Owain yn
ne-orllewin Cymru, wrth iddo gymryd castell ar ôl castell,
ac wrth iddo sicrhau cynghreiriaid newydd pwerus- yn
cynnwys cipio Mortimer (a briododd ferch Owain ymhen
amser) a brawd yng nghyfraith enwog Mortimer �Harry
Hotspur�.

Y blynyddoedd 1404 a 1405 oedd pinacl llwyddiant
Owain, a gydag ildio cestyll Seisnig cryfion Harlech ac
Aberystwyth iddo, roedd yn rheoli�n ddiddadl o
Aberteifi i Gaernarfon,  dechreuodd weithredu fel
tywysog sofran cydnabyddedig, gan alw Senedd
Gymreig ym Machynlleth a Harlech a llunio rhaglen
ar gyfer eglwys annibynnol i Gymru a dwy brifysgol
Gymreig.  Fel �Owain, trwy Ras Duw, Tywysog
Cymru�, fe aeth ati i drafod cytundeb hefyd gyda
gelyn Lloegr, Brenin Ffrainc.

Ar ôl hyn, dechreuodd llwyddiant Owain edwino dan
bwysau egnïol gan y Tywysog Harri.  Disgynnodd
Castell Aberystwyth i�r Saeson yn 1408, ac yna
Harlech yn 1409, gan adael gwraig Owain, Margaret
a�i ferched yn nwylo�r Saeson. Parhaodd tiroedd ei

gyndeidiau yn Sir Ddinbych yn ffyddlon i Owain, ac o�r
fan honno y lansiodd ei gyrch mawr olaf ar ororau Sir
Amwythig, a fu�n fethiant, yn 1410. 

Er hynny arhosodd Owain a�i draed yn rhydd, gan wrthod
cymod a phardwn a gynigiwyd gan ei wrthwynebydd-
Harri�r V yn awr.  Diflannodd yn fuan wedyn, ac yn ôl
pob tebyg bu farw tua 1417, ac efallai ei fod wedi�i gladdu
ger cartref ei ferch yn Sir Henffordd. Cred rhai pobl na fu
farw o gwbl- a�i fod yn gorwedd yn cysgu megis y Brenin
Arthur hyd nes bydd angen ei wlad fwyaf. Ond mae un
peth yn sicr- erys ei gof yn fyw ac yn fwy felly yn
nhiroedd ei gyndeidiau o amgylch Corwen nag yn unman.

wizardry, a legend recalled by Shakespeare in his
play Henry IV Part 1.

In May 1403, the King�s young son Prince Henry-
later Henry V- began to emerge as Owain�s most
formidable opponent, ravaging his Denbighshire
lands in a destructive lightning raid.  But this

setback was redressed by Owain�s success in
south- west Wales, where Owain took

fortress after fortress, and by acquisition of
powerful new allies, including the
captured Mortimer (who eventually
married Owain�s daughter) and
Mortimer�s famous brother-in-law �Harry

Hotspur�.

The years 1404 and 1405 saw the peak of
Owain�s success, with the surrender of the strong

English castles of Harlech and Aberystwyth, he
ruled undisputed from Cardigan to Caernarfon.  He
began to act as acknowledged sovereign price,
summoning Welsh Parliments at Machynlleth and
Harlech and drawing up a programme for an
independent Welsh church and two Welsh
universities.  As �Owen, by the Grace of God
Prince of Wales�, he, also negotiated a treaty with
England�s opponent the King of France.

After this, Owain�s success started to fade under
energetic pressure from Prince Henry.
Aberystwyth Castle fell to the  English in 1408,
and then Harlech in 1409, leaving Owain�s wife
Margaret and his daughters in the hands of the
English. His ancestral lands in Denbighshire
remained loyal to Owain, from where he launched
his last major raid on the Shropshire borders in
1410, which was a failure. 

Owain however remained at large, rejecting a
reconciliation and pardon offered by his opponent,
now King Henry V.  He disappeared soon
afterwards, probably died around 1417, and may
be buried near his daughter�s home in
Herefordshire. Some people believe he never died
at all, that he lies sleeping like King Arthur until
his country�s greatest need. But one thing is for
sure- his memory lives on and nowhere more so
than his ancestral lands around Corwen.

Mannau o ddiddordeb o fewn dwy neu dair milltir i Gorwen y gallwch yrru iddynt o bosibl yw�
Areas of interest within two or three miles of Corwen which you can drive to are�

Llidiart y Parc 
and Carrog

Llidiart y Parc 
a Charrog

Maenordy Corwen /Corwen Manor

Twmpath Owain Glyndŵr/
Owain Glyndŵr’s Mound

The Vale of Edeyrnion, in which Corwen is situated, traditionally
takes its name from Edeyrn � a son of Cunedda, a British prince from
what is now the Edinburgh region. Cunedda and his forces were
invited to North Wales in about AD 430, to help defeat invaders from
Ireland. After the invaders were expelled, Cunedda�s sons Edeyrn and
Meirion settled in the area, where Meirion in turn gave his name to
Meirionydd [Merionethshire]. 

John Cowper Powys, 1872-1963, was the author of ten novels
including �A Glastonbury Romance�- as well as many works of
criticism and philosophy.  He lived in  America before retiring to 
North Wales in 1935. He wrote his historical novel �Owen Glendower�
at 7 Cae Coed, Corwen.

Frank Serpico was the inspiration for the 1973 Al Pacino film of
that name. He was a former New York City policeman who famously
testified against the widespread corruption within the New York City
police force in the 1971 Knapp Commission.  During the later
seventies he came to live in Corwen at the Old Workhouse.  At that
time  it was a retreat known as Orissor College.

A life sized marble bust was discovered in 1910 near what is now
the HSBC bank during some building work.  The British Museum
identified the bust as a Priest of Isis, an Egyptian mystery cult widely
followed by the Romans. It was dated circa 100AD. It was thought
that the site could be a sanctuary of the goddess.  Unfortunately the
bust was destroyed during its stay in the Museum in Liverpool during
the blitz.  More recently a Roman tile of the 20th legion was
discovered higher up the hill from the bank.

Robert Hutton, a priest, travelling along the back road from
Corwen to Carrog  in a pony and trap in 1910, was killed by a falling
tree during a storm. A memorial stone is set into the wall just below
Rhagatt Hall, where many people have seen his ghost on misty nights,
riding towards them and then disappearing into thin air.

Tudur ap Gruffydd Fychan was Owain Glynd�wr�s brother and
lived in nearby Rhagatt.  He was killed in 1405 whilst fighting for his
brother�s cause.

Eisteddfod derives originally from the literal meaning �eistedd�-
�to sit�, or sitting place or meeting place, which now refers to the
audience.

David Lloyd George and Aneurin Bevan have addressed crowds
of over 4000 in the Pavilion, at Corwen.

David Edward Hughes who lived in Corwen invented the
microphone in 1878 and transmitted radio waves in 1879, eight years
before Marconi.

E-bost/E-mail: dcc_tourism@denbighshire.gov.uk
Gwefan/Website: 

www.sirddinbych.gov.uk
www.denbighshire.gov.uk
www.borderlands.co.uk

www.deevalleywalks.com
http://medieval-wales.com

Design and Print   Ffôn/Tel: 01352 704000  Ref: 11472
Darlunau gan/Illustrations by: K. Mitchell

CrwydroCorwen
CorwenExploring

Denbighshire

Sir Ddinbych

Ffeithiau diddorol    Interesting facts

Offeiriad Isis
/Priest of Isis

Os byddwch eisiau gwybodaeth bellach am lefydd i aros yn 
yr ardal, gallwch ffonio un o�n Canolfannau Croeso:  

Gogledd 01745 344515 neu De 01978 860828
neu cliciwch arwww.northwalesborderlands.co.uk

Ffoniwch i holi ymlaen llaw os gwelwch yn dda, i ofyn yn
uniongyrchol i�r llefydd rydych eisiau mynd iddynt neu drefnwyr y

digwyddiad, os bydd gennych bryderon am faterion anabledd.
Os byddwch eisiau�r da� en hon mewn ffurf arall,

ffoniwch 0800 243980 os gwelwch yn dda.

If you want further information on places to stay in the area
please call one of our Tourist Information Centres: 

North 01745 344515 or South 01978 860828 
or click on www.northwalesborderlands.co.uk

Please telephone to check in advance directly with the 
venues if you have any concerns regarding disability issues.

If you require this leaflet in an alternative 
format, please telephone 0800 243980.

Gwybodaeth Defnyddiol
Siop Un Alwad a Llyfrgell a man croeso 

ymwelwyr lleol
(01490) 412378
Canolfan Hamdden 
(01490) 412600

Marchnad y Ffermwyr:  
Dydd Gwener cyntaf ym mhob mis 10am - 2pm ym

maes parcio Lôn Werdd.

Cynhyrchwyd gan Uned Twristiaeth Cyngor Sir Ddinbych, 2009
Mae Cyngor Sir Ddinbych yn cydnabod yn ddiolchgar gymorth trigolion a

busnesau ac awduron ac ymchwiliadau blaenorol

Useful Information
One Stop Shop and Library and local tourist

information point 
(01490) 412378

Leisure Centre 
(01490) 412600
Farmers Market: 

First Friday of every month 10am - 2pm 
at Green Lane carpark.

Produced by Denbighshire County Council Tourism Department, 2009
Denbighshire County Council gratefully acknowledges the help of

residents and businesses and previous authors and researches.

Os hoffech ganfod mwy am y fryngaer gallwch ddefnyddio
eich ffôn boced fel arweiniad. 

Ffoniwch 01490 555123 
tra allan yn cerdded neu gallwch lawr lwytho 

ffeiliau mp3 oddi ar heatherandhillforts.co.uk

If you would like to find out more about the hillforts 
you can use your mobile phone as a tour guide. 

You can call 01490 555123 whilst 
on your walk or download the 

mp3 files at heatherandhillforts.co.uk

Llangar Church
Llangar Church is approximately one mile west of Corwen -

on the road to Cynwyd (B4401- signposted for Bala). Internal
access by prior arrangement with the custodian at Rug Chapel).

A small medieval church- with whitewashed exterior � standing in
an idyllic if eerie position where the Rivers Dee and Alwen meet.
The church is dedicated to All Saints and the first recorded
mention of Llangar is in 1291. It was superseded by a new church
in Cynwyd in the 1850s.

According to legend, it was originally named � Llan Garw Gwyn�-
� the church of  the white stag�. A  magical white deer appeared at
the rivers meeting place and prompted the current location of 
the church,  after previous attempts to build in the vicinity 
had been continuously demolished each night by  � supernatural
intervention�.  Llangar retains many ancient features, including
15th Century wall paintings and an 18th century wall painting of
a skeleton holding a dart, an hourglass and grave diggers tools.
This is known as the �Figure of Death�, which must have been a
stark reminder of mortality to the congregation.

Mae Capel y Rhug i�w gael ychydig dros filltir i�r gogledd-
orllewin o Gorwen ar yr A494 ac fel arfer mae ar agor o fis Mai i
fis Medi.

Comisiynodd y Cyrnol William Salesbury - a lysenwyd yn �Hen
�Sanau Gleision (a fu�n enwog yn ddiweddarach fel amddiffynnwr
Brenhinol Castell Dinbych) y capel preifat hwn yn 1637.  Dywedir
ei fod wedi�i adeiladu er mwyn i�r teulu Salesbury a gweithwyr y
stad allu parhau i addoli pan oedd hi�n amhosibl cyrraedd Eglwys
Blwyf Sant Mael a Sant Sulien pan fyddai�r Ddyfrdwy wedi
gorlifo ei glannau.

Nid yw�r tu allan dinod yn rhoi unrhyw arwydd o�r cyfoeth y tu
mewn.  Mae bron pob wyneb pren sydd ar gael wedi�i orchuddio
neu�i baentio ag anifeiliaid neu flodau ac mae ganddo do arbennig
o gywrain - mae hyn yn dangos beth y gallai crefftwyr lleol y
cyfnod ei greu pan gaent dragwyddol heol gan noddwr cyfoethog
a ddirmygai symlrwydd Piwritanaidd.

Mae hwn yn enghraifft brin o du mewn i Eglwys, sydd heb ei
gyffwrdd, o�r ail ganrif ar bymtheg.

Capel y Rhug

Rug Chapel
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Rug Chapel can be found just over a mile north west of
Corwen on the A494 and is generally open May to September.

Colonel William Salesbury, nicknamed �Old Blue Stockings (who
was later famed for being the Royalist defender of Denbigh
Castle), commissioned this private chapel in 1637.  It is said that
it was built in order for the Salesbury family and the estate workers
to continue their worship when flooding of the Dee made it
impossible to reach the Parish Church of St Mael and St Sulien.

The modest exterior gives no indication of the richness within.
Almost every available timber surface is covered or painted with
animals or flowers and it has a particularly elaborate roof.  This
demonstrates what local craftsmen of the time could produce when
given free rein by wealthy patron who scorned Puritan simplicity.

This is a rare example of an untouched 17th century church
interior.

Owain Glyndŵr
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