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Police Station:
01745 343898
Local Information at Library, 
Vicarage Lane
01745 590719
Tourist Information Centre 
01745 344515

Gwybodaeth Ddefnyddiol:

Croeso i Rhuddlan
Mae cynghorwyr a phobl Rhuddlan yn estyn croeso

cynnes iawn i chi i�n tref hynafol.

Welcome to Rhuddlan
Councillors and residents of Rhuddlan extend to 
you a very warm welcome to their historic town.

Bienvenu à Rhuddlan
Les Conseillers et les habitants de Rhuddlan vous
souhaitent la bienvenue dans leur ville historique.

Willkommen in Rhuddlan
Die Stadtratmitglieder und Einwohner von Rhuddlan

heißen Sie in ihrer historischen Stadt herzlich willkommen.

Welkom in Rhuddlan
Raadsleden en inwoners van Rhuddlan heten u van harte

welkom in hun historische steden.

Bienvenida a Rhuddlan
Concejales y habitantes de Rhuddlan le extienden una

cordial bienvenida a su ciudad histórica.

Degemer mat e Rhuddlan
Ha Kuzulerien Rhuddlan a zo laouen da ginnig deoc�h pep

a zegemer plijus en o kŒriou� istorel. Spi hon eus e viot
plijet gant hor kwelandenn du-man e vefec�h prest da zont

en-dro diwezatoc�h.

Did you know? The Rhuddlan palace of Welsh Prince Gruffudd ap Llywelyn on
the site of the later Twthill, was destroyed in 1063 by Earl Harold
who three years later as King Harold fought the Battle of Hastings.

Rhuddlan at one time had a mint where silver coins were made
in the reign of William the Conqueror (1066-87) and Henry III
(1216-72).

Rhuddlan was recorded in the Domesday Book of 1086 as
�Roeland� and the current version and spelling of the name was not
used officially until 1896.

According to the oldest versions of the tale, it was at Rhuddlan
castle, not Caernarfon that Edward I proclaimed his baby son the
first Prince of Wales. (�born in Wales and without a word of English�)

An early National Eisteddfod was held in Rhuddlan in 1850 with
some people arriving in carts pulled by dogs (apparently a common
enough sight in those days). A major incident was the collapse of a
section of the seating when about 200 people, mostly women,
plunged 25 feet and sustained nasty injuries, including broken bones.
A London newspaper reported approvingly that �the ladies
themselves were heroic enough to suppress all screams�.

In the mid 19th Century, a very talented local business man, John
Whittaker, invented highly successful agricultural machinery which
was widely feted and won prizes. The machines included turnip
pulpers and disc slicers and root cutters made at the local Phoenix
Foundry in Rhuddlan.

A popular soft drink in Rhuddlan early in the 20th Century was
a locally produced ginger beer, which was bottled in the town.

The town of Rhuddlan has �moved counties� three times since
1974. From Flintshire, its county became Clwyd and since 1996 it
has been part of Denbighshire.

Nearby is Bodrhyddan, one of the few Grade I listed houses in
Wales. The original farmhouse dates back to the 15th century. The
house is still the home of Lord Langford and his family and is open
to the public on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons in the summer
months. The beautiful garden is also one of the Heritage Gardens of
Wales.

Cydnabyddiaeth i Gymdeithas Cadwraeth Tref Rhuddlan
Acknowledgments to Rhuddlan Town Conservation Society

Cynhyrchwyd gan yr Uned Dwristiaeth, Cyngor Sir Ddinbych, ailargraffwyd 2009
Produced by the Tourism Unit, Denbighshire County Council, re-printed 2009

Os byddwch eisiau gwybodaeth bellach am lefydd i aros yn 
yr ardal, gallwch ffonio un o�n Canolfannau Croeso:  

Gogledd 01745 344515 neu De 01978 860828
neu cliciwch arwww.northwalesborderlands.co.uk

Ffoniwch i holi ymlaen llaw os gwelwch yn dda, i ofyn yn
uniongyrchol i�r llefydd rydych eisiau mynd iddynt neu drefnwyr y

digwyddiad, os bydd gennych bryderon am faterion anabledd.
Os byddwch eisiau�r da� en hon mewn ffurf arall,

ffoniwch 0800 243980 os gwelwch yn dda.

If you want further information on places to stay in the area
please call one of our Tourist Information Centres: 

North 01745 344515 or South 01978 860828 
or click on www.northwalesborderlands.co.uk

Please telephone to check in advance directly with the 
venues if you have any concerns regarding disability issues.

If you require this leaflet in an alternative 
format, please telephone 0800 243980.

Y Stryd Fawr, Rhuddlan. 1908    
High Street, Rhuddlan. 1908

Mae’r dôn hynafol a dolefus 
’Morfa Rhuddlan’ yn coffâu brwydr
Morfa Rhuddlan yn 795 OC pan
orchfygwyd y Cymry gan y Saeson.

Morfa 
Rhuddlan
Du ac arswydus yw�r hanes am heddiw

Trechodd Caethiwed fyddinoedd y Rhydd

Ciliodd yr heulwen wrth weled ein distryw

Cleddyf y gelyn a gariodd y dydd!

Gwylliaid ysgrechiant ar faes y gyflafan

Ceisio ys glyfaeth mae�r blaidd a�r dylluan

Wylo mae Rhyddid ar hen Forfa Rhuddlan

Gwlad annibynnol byth mwyach ni bydd

Wyddoch chi? Dinistriwyd castell Gruffudd ap Llywelyn, Tywysog Cymru yn
Rhuddlan, ar safle Twtil yn ddiweddarach, ym 1063 gan Iarll Harold a
frwydrodd dair blynedd yn ddiweddarach fel Brenin Harold ym Mrwydr
Hastings. 

Ar un adeg roedd bathdy yn Rhuddlan lle bathwyd darnau arian yn
ystod cyfnod  Wiliam y Concwerwr (1066-87) a Henry III (1216-72).

Cofnodwyd Rhuddlan yn Llyfr Dydd y Farn ym 1086 fel ’Roeland’ ac
ni ddefnyddiwyd y fersiwn a’r sillafiad presennol yn swyddogol tan 1896. 

Yn ôl fersiynau hynaf yr hanes, yng nghastell Rhuddlan, nid Castell
Caernarfon y cyhoeddodd Edward 1 mai ei fab oedd Tywysog Cymru.
(’born in Wales and without a word of English’)

Cynhaliwyd Eisteddfod Genedlaethol yn Rhuddlan ym 1850 a
chyrhaeddodd rhai pobl mewn certiau a dynnwyd gan g�wn (golygfa ddigon
cyffredin yn y cyfnod hwnnw yn ôl bob tebyg). Cafwyd un digwyddiad o
bwys pan syrthiodd rhesi o seddi. Disgynnodd tua 200 o bobl, merched yn
bennaf, 25 troedfedd a bu nifer o anafiadau cas, gan gynnwys torri esgyrn.
Canmolwyd y merched mewn adroddiad yn un o bapurau newydd
Llundain, drwy ddweud ’the ladies themselves were heroic enough to
suppress all screams’

Yn ystod canol y bedwaredd ganrif ar bymtheg,
dyfeisiodd g�wr busnesdawnus, John Whittaker, beiriannau
amaethyddol llwyddiannus iawn. Cawsant ganmoliaeth
eang a sawl gwobr. Roedd y peiriannau’n cynnwys peiriant
stwnsio maip, peiriant tafellu a thorrwr gwreiddiau ac fe’u
gwnaed yn y Ffowndri Phoenix leol yn Rhuddlan

Cynhyrchwyd diod sinsir boblogaidd yn Rhuddlan ar
ddechrau’r ugeinfed ganrif, ac fe’i potelwyd yn y dref.

Mae tref Rhuddlan wedi ’newid sir’ dair gwaith ers
1974. Roedd yn Sir y Fflint, yna yng Nghlwyd ac ers 1996
y mae’n rhan o Sir Ddinbych. 

Mae Bodrhyddan gerllaw, un o�r ychydig dai rhestredig Gradd I yng
Nghymru.  Mae�r ffermdy gwreiddiol yn deillio o�r bymthegfed ganrif.
Mae�r plasdy yn parhau i fod yn gartref i�r Arglwydd Langford a�i deulu,
gyda�r drysau ar agor i�r cyhoedd ar brynhawniau Mawrth ac Iau yn ystod
misoedd yr haf.  Mae�r ardd odidog yn un o Erddi Treftadaeth Cymru.

Eisteddfod Genedlaethol
Rhuddlan, 1850

Rhuddlan National
Eisteddfod, 1850

Useful Information:

E-bost/E-mail: dcc_tourism@denbighshire.gov.uk
Gwefan/Website: 

www.sirddinbych.gov.uk
www.denbighshire.gov.uk

www.borderlands.co.uk
http://medieval-wales.com

CrwydroRhuddlan
Rhuddlan

Denbighshire

Exploring
Sir Ddinbych

Caer Eingl Sacsonaidd
Cledemutha - (Rhuddlan) 
Yn ystod y ddegfed ganrif sefydlodd y Saeson, dan Edward
yr Hynaf, nifer o drefi neu gaerau yng Nghlwyd gan gynnwys
�Cledemutha�, a chredir mai Rhuddlan oedd hon. 

Wrth gloddio, darganfuwyd amddiffynfeydd y gaer, a oedd yn
amgÆu oddeutu 74 erw o dir, yn ogystal â gweddillion tai â
lloriau suddedig, crochenwaith Sacsonaidd a phwysynnau
g�wydd. Mae’n bosibl yr adeiladwyd Cledemutha yn rhannol
i wrthsefyll ymosodiadau’r Llychlynwyr a oedd yn ceisio
ymsefydlu ar Arfordir Gogledd Cymru.

Anglo Saxon Cledemutha
(Rhuddlan) 
During the 10th Century the English under Edward the Elder,
founded several towns or burhs in Clwyd including
�Cledemutha�, which is thought to be Rhuddlan.

Excavations have identified the defences of the burh, which
enclosed about 74 acres, as well as the remains of sunken-
floored houses, Anglo Saxon pottery
and loom weights. Cledemutha may
have been built partly to combat
Viking raids and settlement on the
North Coast of Wales.

Rhuddlan yn ystod y
cyfnod Normanaidd
Roedd cestyll yn allweddol i ymosodiad cyntaf y Normaniaid,
ac nid oeddynt yn bod cyn eu dyfodiad. Cestyll mwnt a beili
oedd y cestyll cynharaf, sef t �wr pren a godwyd ar dwmpath
pridd. O’i amgylch roedd beili a amddiffynnwyd gan ffos a
phalis. Gellid codi’r ’mwnt’ gyda rhagor o bridd a cherrig a
gellid addasu bryncyn naturiol  hefyd i greu mwnt. Mantais
fwyaf cestyll o’r fath, a oedd mor syml ac eto’n hynod effeithiol,
oedd eu bod yn gymharol hawdd i’w codi mewn cyfnod o
ychydig wythnosau,gan fod digon o weithwyr ar gael (dan
orfodaeth gan amlaf). Codwyd cannoedd ohonynt yn ardal y
Mers yn ystod yr unfed ganrif ar ddeg a’r ddeuddegfed ganrif,
ac roedd Twtil yn enghraifft wych. 

Norman Rhuddlan
The key to the early advance of the Normans was the castle,
which did not exist in Wales before their arrival. Most of the
early castles were of the motte-and-bailey type, consisting of
an earthen mound, surmounted by a wooden tower and
surrounded by an enclosure defended by a ditch and a
palisade. This �motte� might be heightened with more earth
and stones and natural hillocks might also be adapted as
mottes. The great advantage of such simple but highly effective
castles was that they could be comparatively easily built within
a matter of weeks, given a supply of (usually conscripted)
labour. Hundreds of them were erected in the Welsh
borderlands in the late 11th and early 12th century, Twthill
being a fine example.

Rhuddlan yn ystod y
Canol Oesoedd 
Teyrnasai Edward I, a aned ar 17 Mehefin 1239 ac a fu farw
ar 7 Gorffennaf 1307, rheolodd o 1272 - 1307. Llwyddodd i
orchfygu Cymru a darostwng yr Alban dros dro. 
Efallai mai hwn oedd y brenin mwyaf llwyddiannus y Canol
Oesoedd, ac roedd y cestyll a adeiladodd yn rhan o’r gwaith
o ymestyn a chwblhau’r cynllun a etifeddodd gan ei dad Henri
III. O’i gyfuno â’i gynllun strategol effeithiol ei hun dros y
rhan helaethaf o Gymru, roedd yn fodlon dal ei afael ar nifer
gymharol fechan o gestyll megis Rhuddlan a godwyd mewn
mannau strategol, a’u cryfhau, ond ychydig a wariodd arnynt.
Ystyriwyd mai Gogledd Cymru a oedd yn peri’r perygl mwyaf
gan fod pob castell i’r gorllewin o Gaer wedi’i ddifrodi i ryw
raddau yn dilyn ymosodiadau gan y Cymry.  Roedd ei gadwyn
arswydus o amddiffynfeydd anferth yn cynrychioli’r cynllun
adeiladu mwyaf dwys ac uchelgeisiol yn
Ewrop yn ystod y Canol Oesoedd, ac
roedd Rhuddlan mewn safle allweddol.

Medieval
Rhuddlan
Edward I, born on June 17th 1239 and dying July 7th 1307,
ruled from 1272 � 1307. He completed the conquest of Wales
and temporarily subdued Scotland.
Perhaps the most successful of the medieval monarchs,
Edward�s castle building represented in part an extension and
completion of the scheme, which he inherited from his father
Henry III. Combined with a well conceived strategic plan of
his own over much of Wales, he was content to hold and
strengthen a relatively small number of strategically placed
castles, such as Rhuddlan but his expenditure on them was
small. North Wales was seen to present the greatest danger
as all castles west of Chester had suffered in some measure
from Welsh attack. His fearsome iron ring of colossal
fortresses represents Europe�s most ambitious and
concentrated medieval building project, Rhuddlan being in a
key position.

The ancient and rather mournful melody
known as �Morfa Rhuddlan�
commemorates the savage defeat of the
Welsh by the Saxons at a battle at
Rhuddlan Marsh in AD 795

The Marsh of
Rhuddlan
Over Eryri the setting sun flashes

Night�s curtain closes o�er moorland and lea

Now not a breath stirs the shadowy ashes

Far, far away falls the sigh of the sea.

Yet every patriot pulse in my body

Knocks at the door of my passionate heart

While Rhuddlan Marsh in thy battlefield bloody

Cursed of the Cymru, again I take part

Gorsaf Heddlu:
01745 343898
Gwybodaeth Leol yn y Llyfrgell,
Lôn Ficerdy
01745 590719
Canolfan Wybodaeth Twristiaeth 
01745 344515
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