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Esgob Morgan a'r
Beibl Cymraeg

Yn ystod y 16eg ganrif chwaraeodd William Morgan (a fu, yn
ddiweddarach yn Esgob Llanelwy o 1601 hyd at 1604) rhan
hollbwysig yn sicrhau parhad yr iaith Gymraeg ysgrifenedig,
trwy wneud cyfieithu'r Beibl i'r Gymraeg yn lafur oes. Nid ef
oedd yr unig gyfrannwr i'r gwaith, ond ei enw ef a gysylltir yn
bennaf gyda'r digwyddiad pwysig hwn.

Pasiwyd Deddf Seneddol yn 1563 i ganiatau cyfieithu'r Beibl a'r
Llyfr Gweddi i'r Gymraeg oherwydd “nad ddeallir y Saesneg
gan y mwyafrif o ddeiliaid ei mawrhydi a oedd yn byw yng
Nghymru”. Mae hyn yn dangos mai bywiogrwydd yr iaith
Gymraeg, ac nid ei wendid, oedd yn gyfrifol am y galw am Feibl
Cymraeg.

Yn ystod yr amser y bu William yng Ngholeg Sant loan,
Caergrawnt (1567-1571) yn ennill ei B.A. ac M.A. yr oedd yr
Esgob Richard Davies a William Salesbury wedi cyfieithu a
chyhoeddi'r Testament Newydd a'r Llyfr Gweddi Cyffredin.
Erbyn 1578 yr oedd Davies a Salesbury wedi ffraeo ynglyn a'u
gwaith ac anogwyd William, a oedd erbyn hyn yn Rheithor
Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant yn Nyffryn Tanat, i ymgymryd a'r
gwaith gan Esgobion Llanelwy a Bangor.

Enillodd ei Ddoethuriaeth mewn Diwinyddiaeth yn 1583, ac yn
1587 aeth i Lundain i arolygu argraffu'r Beibl Cymraeg cyntaf.
Yr oedd hwn yn cynnwys ei gyfieithiad ef eu hun o'r Hen
Destament a fersiwn diwygiedig o Destament Newydd
Salesbury. Talwyd am gost y cyhoeddi gan Archesgob Whitgift
ac Archesgob Caergaint. Tra bod William yn Llundain, arhosodd
gyda Gabriel Goodman, Deon San Steffan, un o feibion enwog
tref Rhuthun, yntau hefyd yn Gymro. Yn 1588, yr un flwyddyn a
gorchfygwyd Armada Sbaen, argraffwyd 800 o gopiau o'r Beibl
Cymraeg, ac yr oedd Dr Morgan ddim ond yn 41.

Fodd bynnag, er ei fod yn Esgob Llanelwy, bu farw William
Morgan yn ddyn tlawd ar y 10fed o Fedi 1604, yn 57 oed yn y
palas adfeiliedig. Claddwyd ef y dydd canlynol yn yr Eglwys
Gadeiriol o dan y Prif Allor ger safle presennol cadair yr Esgob.

Ol-Nodiadau

B Mae ei fan geni, Ty Mawr, Wybrnant, Penmachno, yn awr
yn eiddo i'r Ymddiriedolaeth Genedlaethol, ond ychydig iawn
o'r ty gwreiddiol sydd ar 6l yn dilyn atgyweiriadau helaeth
yn 1884.

B Mae copi o Feibl Cymraeg William
Morgan yn cael ei arddangos yn yr
Eglwys Gadeiriol.

B Roedd yr amser a dreuliodd fel
Rheithor Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant
braidd yn gythryblus; fe aeth mor
amhoblogaidd gyda'r plwyfolion fel y
bu rhaid i was arfog ei dywys i'r eglwys
ac oddi yno. Pregethodd ei bregethau
gyda phistol yn ei wregys, ac ar un -
adeg bu gwarchae ar y ficerdy.

Chwedl Esgob Asaff,
Yr Eog A'r Fodrwy

Yr oedd y Frenhines Nest, y ddynes brydferthaf yng Nghymru, yn briod
a Maelgwyn Gwynedd, Brenin Gogledd Cymru, ac fe wisgai, ar ei bys,
modrwy a throsglwyddwyd i lawr drwy’r cenedlaethau, modrwy hynafol,
cysegredig i'w gwisgo gan Freninesau'r Gogledd.

Tra'n ymdrochi yn yr Afon Elwy ger ei chartref yn Llanelwy, syrthiodd
y fodrwy o'i bys ac i mewn i'r dwr wedi gwylltio, rhedodd Nest at
Esgob Asaff i ofyn iddo am gymorth i adrodd yr hanes ofnadwy
wrth ei giwr. Cysurodd yr Esgob hi a thra'n ciniawa gyda'r pary
noson honno, dywedodd yn dawel wrth Maelgwyn beth oedd
wedi digwydd. Lleddfwyd dicter ofnadwy'r Brenin yn araf gan

yr Esgob ar 6l iddo bwyntio allan nad oedd eiddo personol, er
cymaint y trysorir hwy, yn werth difetha cariad. Tawelodd y
Brenin, cysurodd ei wraig ddagreuol, a gweddiodd y ddau cyn
parhau a'u pryd bwyd.

Yna, pan ddaeth Asaff i weini darn bendigedig o eog, a ddaliwyd yn
lleol, ar gyfer Nest, syrthiodd y fodrwy gysegredig allan o'r cig gyda
thinc uchel. Roedd y fodrwy wedi teithio mewn cylch llawn - o'r bys i'r
afon, i'r eog ac yn 6l adref at fys Nest.

CYNGOR
Diolchiadau - cyfranwyr tuag at daflen yr Esgob William Morgan a phamffled Sir Ddinbycb
Llanelwy gan Ysgol Glan Clwyd. Cynhyrchwyd gan yr Adran Dwristiaeth, Denbighshire

Cyngor Sir Ddinbych, 2009. COUNTY COUNCIL

Bishop Morgan and
the Welsh Bible

During the 16th century William Morgan (later to become Bishop
of St Asaph from 1601 to 1604) played a crucial part in ensuring
the survival of the written Welsh language, by making his life's
work the translation of the Bible into Welsh. In this, he was not
the only contributor, but his name is the one principally linked to
this important event.

An Act of Parliament in 1563 was passed to allow the translation
of the Bible and the Book of Prayer into Welsh "because the
English tongue is not understood of the most and greatest
number of all her majesty’'s most living and obedient subject
inhabiting Wales". This shows that it was the vitality of the Welsh
language, not its weakness, which called for a Welsh Bible.

During William's time at St John's College, Cambridge (c.1567-
1571) acquiring his B.A and M.A, Bishop Richard Davies &
William Salesbury had translated and published the New
Testament and Book of Common Prayer. By 1578, Davies and
Salesbury had fallen out over their work and William, by now
Rector of Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant in the Tanat Valley, was
encouraged to undertake the work by the Bishops of St Asaph
and Bangor.

He took his Doctor of Divinity degree in 1583, and in 1587 he
went to London to supervise the printing of the first Welsh Bible.
This consisted of his own translation of the Old Testament and
arevised version of Salesbury's New Testament, and the cost of
publishing was paid for by Archbishop Whitgift, the Archbishop
of Canterbury. While William was in London, he stayed with
Gabriel Goodman, Dean of Westminster, a famous son of the
town of Ruthin, and a fellow Welshman. In 1588, the same year
as the Spanish Armada was overthrown, 800 copies of the
Welsh Bible were printed and Dr. Morgan was only 41.
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William Morgan, however, though Bishop of St Asaph, "died a
poor man" at the age of 57 in the ruined Palace on 10th
September, 1604. He was buried next day in the Cathedral,
under the High Altar near the site of the present Bishop's seat.
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B His birthplace, Ty Mawr, Wybrant, Penmachno, now
belongs to the National Trust, but very little of the original
house remains following extensive repairs in 1884.

H A copy of William Morgan’s Welsh Bible is on display in
the Cathedral.

B His time as Rector of Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant was
rather stormy; he became so unpopular with his parishioners
that he had to be escorted to and from the church by an
armed servant, he preached his sermons with a pistol stuck
in his belt, and at one point siege was laid to the vicarage.

The Legend of Bishop Asaph,
The Salmon And The Ring

Queen Nest, the most beautiful woman in Wales, was married to
Maelgwyn Gwynedd, King of North Wales, and wore on her
finger a ring handed down through generations, an ancient,

sacred ring to be worn by the Queens of the North.

While bathing in the River Elwy beside her home at St
Asaph, the ring dropped from her finger into the water.
Distraught, Nest ran to Bishop Asaph to seek help in
breaking the dreadful news to her husband. The Bishop
comforted her and while dining with the couple that
evening, gently told Maelgwyn what had happened.
The King's terrible anger was only slowly calmed by
Asaph, who pointed out that personal possessions
however treasured, were not worth destroyed love. The
King, soothed, comforted his sobbing wife and all three
prayed before continuing their meal.

When Asaph then served Nest with a portion of a magnificent
locally-caught salmon, from the flesh with a loud tinkle fell the
sacred ring which had travelled full circle - from finger to river to
salmon back home to Nest's finger.

Acknowledgements — contributors to Bishop William Morgan leaflet and
Ysgol Glan Clwyd St.Asaph brochure. Produced by Tourism Department,
Denbighshire County Council, 2009.
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